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2026 Report

▪ Survey of 4,970 REALTORS®

▪ April 2026; Annually since 2009
o April 2025 - March 2026

▪ International Buyers: Origin, Location, 
Preferences

▪ Client Transactions: Price, Financing, 
Sources of Leads

▪ Localized reports also available
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Number of Existing-Home Purchases by 
Foreign Buyers (in Thousands)
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Non-resident (Type A) Resident (Type B) Number of Homes Purchased

Note: Based on transactions in the 12 months ending March of each year. 

1.7%
of
EHS

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

14%
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Dollar Volume of Existing-Home 
Purchases by Foreign Buyers (in Billions)
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Note: Based on transactions in the 12 months ending March of each year. 

2.0%
of
EHS 
($)

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

19%
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Foreign Buyer Types
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44%
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56%

75%
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Non-resident (Type A) Resident (Type B)

Non-resident foreigners (Type A): 
Non-U.S. citizens with 
permanent residences outside 
the U.S. 

Resident foreigners (Type B): 
Non-U.S. citizens who are recent 
immigrants (less than two years 
at the time of the transaction) or 
non-immigrant visa holders who 
reside for more than six months 
in the U.S. for professional, 
educational, or other reasons. 

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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Poll #1

Where were the most foreign 
buyers from this past year?

A. China

B. Canada

C. United Kingdom

D. Brazil
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Top Origins of Foreign 
Buyers

India
9% of foreign buyers
$3.7B

United Kingdom
4% of foreign buyers
$1.2B

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

Canada
16% of foreign buyers
$5.2B

Mexico
14% of foreign buyers
$5.0B

China
11% of foreign buyers
$7.6B
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Top Origins of Foreign 
Buyers

India
9% of foreign buyers
$3.7B

United Kingdom
4% of foreign buyers
$1.2B

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

Canada
16% of foreign buyers
$5.2B

Mexico
14% of foreign buyers
$5.0B

China
11% of foreign buyers
$7.6B

North Carolina
• Canada
• India
• Japan
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Top Destinations of 
Foreign Purchases

Florida
20% of foreign purchases

California
19% of foreign purchases

Texas
12% of foreign purchases

New Jersey
4% of foreign purchases

Georgia
4% of foreign purchases

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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Top Destinations of 
Foreign Purchases

Florida
20% of foreign purchases

California
19% of foreign purchases

Texas
12% of foreign purchases

New Jersey
4% of foreign purchases

Georgia
4% of foreign purchases

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

North Carolina
2% of foreign purchases
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Poll #2

What share of foreign buyers 
completed the purchase with only 
cash last year?

A. 42%

B. 35%

C. 48%

D. 27%
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All-Cash Remains Higher Among 
Foreign Buyers

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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Foreign Buyer Median Purchase Price 
Decreased, Higher than Domestic
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$302,290 $292,400 $280,600
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$475,000
$494,400

$465,000

$208,908 $223,100 $235,800 $249,300 $259,600 $274,600
$305,500

$355,700
$384,200 $392,600 $408,500 $413,600

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

 All Foreign Buyers All Existing-Home Buyers

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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$413,600 

$337,500 

$525,000 

$768,800 

$375,000 

$483,300 $465,000 

All Existing-
Home Buyers

United
Kingdom

IndiaChinaMexicoCanadaAll Foreign
Buyers

Median Purchase Price of Foreign Buyers, 
by Origin

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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Poll #3

What was the most common use of 
property among Canadian buyers?

A. Vacation home

B. Residential rental

C. Both (vacation & 
rental)

D. Primary residence
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More Foreign Buyers Purchased for 
Use as Vacation Home, Rental, or Both

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

42%
39% 37%

39% 40%
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50%
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49%
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Intended Use Among Major Foreign 
Buyers

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

19%

74%

3%
12%

27%

22%

32% 20%

5%

8%

8%

12% 16%

14%

18%

44%

16%

47% 44%

81%
18%

3% 8%4% 3% 3%

36%

All Foreign
Buyers

Canada Mexico China India United Kingdom

Vacation Home Residential Rental Vacation and Rental Primary Residence

Student Use Other Don't Know
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Foreign Buyers More Often Purchase 
in Central Cities

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

29% 27% 30% 30% 29% 28% 29% 35% 31%
40%

27%

48% 52% 50% 44% 48% 49% 46%
45%

45%
44%

44%

14% 14% 15%
18% 15% 17% 19% 15%

16%
13%

20%

8% 6% 5% 8% 7% 7% 5% 5% 8% 4% 9%

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Central City/Urban Area Suburban Area Small Town/Rural Area Resort Area

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/international-transactions-in-u-s-residential-real-estate___.YzJ1OmNhbm9weXJlYWx0b3JzOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjNkNjg1ZDBlODYyNzM5MWFiMDkyMjU2MWY1NzhhNGMwOjc6YjBmOTpkMjUwYTAxOWY1MDkyNDgwZDQ2NDhmNjQ1Yjk1YTQwZWUxZmM0Y2Y1M2U0ZjE4ZjYxZDgyYTY4OTUwZDYwNTZjOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/international-transactions-in-u-s-residential-real-estate___.YzJ1OmNhbm9weXJlYWx0b3JzOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjNkNjg1ZDBlODYyNzM5MWFiMDkyMjU2MWY1NzhhNGMwOjc6YjBmOTpkMjUwYTAxOWY1MDkyNDgwZDQ2NDhmNjQ1Yjk1YTQwZWUxZmM0Y2Y1M2U0ZjE4ZjYxZDgyYTY4OTUwZDYwNTZjOnA6VDpG


22

Location Preference Among Major 
Foreign Buyers

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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10% U.S. Clients Searched for 
Properties Abroad 

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate

28%

24% 23%

15%

1%

9%

Vacation
Home

Primary
Residence

Both
Vacation &

Rental

Residential
Rental

Student
Use

Other
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64% of Leads & Referrals from Clients 
& Contacts

International Transactions in U.S. 
Residential Real Estate
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U.S. Association Global Engagement 

25 Global Ambassadors

6 Global Coordinators

130 + Global Councils in 28 states

40+ Ambassador Associations
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Global Coordinators
Global Ambassadors 
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CIPS Mentor Program

CIPS Virtual Networking Sessions

Private CIPS Online Communities

Invitations to Exclusive CIPS Events

Customizable Marketing Materials

CIPS Global Perspectives Newsletter

"Find a CIPS" Directory Listing

4000+
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Matt Christopherson 
(Research)

mchristopherson@nar.realtor

Karen Williams
(Global)

kwilliams@nar.realtor
Follow us!
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